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THE SOUTHWESTERN
VOL. 78

Weatherford, Oklahoma 73096

FIRST PLACE CNFR Women's Team plaque is being displayed by (l to r) Jim Thomas o f Northwest
Mississippi State, CNFR announcer; Tom Richter o f North Dakota State University, National Student Direc
tor; Dawn Welsch, SW OSU Rodeo Queen; Shannon Lord, SWOSU; Dr. Don Mitchell, SW OSU Rodeo
Coach; Bud Young, National Faculty President; Lynn Burrough, SWOSU; and Donelle Kvenild, SWOSU.

NO. 22

Wednesday, June 29, 1988

P A YN E DOBLER, SWOSU, rides a mean looking bull.

S o u th w e s te r n w o m e n w in C N F R c h a m p io n s h ip
Southwestern Oklahoma State
University at Weatherford has
won another national champion
ship title as Saturday night the
Southwestern women's rodeo
team claimed the championship
trophy at the College National
Finals Rodeo in Bozeman, Mon
tana.
The championship was the
first-ever national team title for
th e w o m e n ’s p ro g r a m at
Southwestern. In 1985, the
Southwestern men won a national
title.
Southwestern’s women ac
cumulated 578 total points to out
distance second place West Hills
College of California by 134
points. West Hills finished with
444 points. Rounding out the top
ten were: Eastern New Mexico,
327; McNeese State, 255; Weber
State, 222; Idaho State and
Dickinson State, tie, 210; Univer
sity of Wyoming and Texas Tech,
tie, 108; and Scottdale Communi
DONELLE KVENILD receives her saddle fo r winning the Break ty College of Arizona, 78.
Leading the Southwestern
A way Championship at the CNFR.

women was Denton, Texas senior
Donelle Kvenild and Tuscon,
Ariz., junior Shannon Lord.
Kvenild won the CNFR individual
n a tio n a l c h a m p i o n s h i p in
breakaway roping, while Lord
finished second in both women’s
all-around com petition and
breakaway roping. In addition,
the two young ladies also did
quite well in national competition
based
on
perform ances
throughout the year. Kvenild
picked up a national title in
breakaway roping, while Lord
placed eighth in the same com
petition.
Also doing well at the CNFR
was Moore freshman Lynn Burrough. She ended up placing
fourth in breakaway roping. Burrough also wound up third in the
national standings for competition
throughout the year.
"It always feels good to win,”
Southwestern rodeo coach Don
Mitchell said about the national
championship title. " I feel real
good for our women because they

have come so close so many
times.’’
Southwestern’s women’s team
has been a dominating force in
the Central Plains Regional dur
ing the past five years. The
Southwestern women have won
the CPR championship each of
those years, but this year is the
first time that the women have
been able to win the national
championship.
As for the Southwestern men,
they ended up in 9th place at the
CNFR. Southwestern had two
starters in Saturday night’s finals.
Lee Rice and Payne Dobler
finished fourth and seventh place,
respectively, in bareback riding.
In addition, Canadian, Texas
freshman Shawn Wright won the
Bill Robinson Award which went
to the b est fr e s h m a n or
sophomore performer in steer
wrestling. Wright, who won first
place in the 1st Go Round of the
rodeo, won a $1,000 scholarship
for the Southwestern rodeo pro
gram.

S a r a C h a p m a n a t t e n d s A r a b a n d I s la m ic s t u d y i n E g y p t
Southwestern Oklahoma State
University faculty member Sara
Chapman will soon be leaving for
Egypt to participate in the Joseph
J. Malone Faculty Fellows Pro
gram in Arab and Islamic Studies.
Chapman will leave June 24
and will be among several college
professors who will be sent into
several Arab nations for one

month of study and travel.
The program is sponsored by
the National Council on US-Arab
Relations which underwrites the
program.
The program, instituted in
1984, p ro v id e s A m eric an
educators an opportunity to visit
the Arab world and gain firsthand
insight into the region and its peo

ple and, by extension, share their
experience with colleagues,
students and fellow citizens
through community outreach ac
tivities.
Chapman, a social sciences
department instructor, will be
centered at the University of Cairo
until July 24. She was chosen by
application which included an

S u m m er en ro llm en t fig u res u p fro m su m m er '8 7
Enrollment figure for the 1988
summer session at Southwestern
Oklahoma State University is
2,563 which reflects an increase
from the 1987 enrollment.
The figure includes enrollment
on both the Weatherford and
Sayre campuses.

In 1987, the two college
campuses-at the time the Sayre
campus had not been con
solidated vet with Southwesternhad a total of 2,391 students.
Bill Wilmeth. registrar at
Southwestern, said the number of

first-time freshmen are up com
pared to 1987. There are 225 firsttime freshmen in 1988 compared
to 105 in 1987. He said the in
crease is mainly due to the new
curriculum standards which go in
to effect this fall.

essay and a statement concerning
later use of the experience. She
was one of three Oklahomans
chosen for the program.

More than 80 professors,
representing 75 institutions from
19 states, have participated in the
Malone program.

Southwestern Oklahoma State University
The Southwestern
100 Campus Drive
Weatherford, OK 73096-9974
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T h o u g h ts
B y D u k e S im m on s
Greetings readers. It’s the
Dukester again with the second
edition of "Thoughts” for the
summer. I hope you readers are
enjoying all the pleasures that
summer school has to offer,
though I’m not sure what those
pleasures are yet.
Seeing all the happy campers
on campus has started me
reminiscing about my camp ex
periences. 1 was never very
talented when 1 was younger, so I
never went to music or science
camps. Instead my mom sent me
to church camps. Church camps,
for those that never went to a
church camp, are camps spon
sored by a church to offer parents
a week of bliss away from their
children. The camps’ goal is to

offer the children a week of fun in
a religious atmosophere.
It was at church camp that I
first experienced the agony of
poison ivy and the bliss of my first
kiss, in that order.
Yes, it was my sixth grade sum
mer and I was at church camp.
One morning I had a few minutes
to myself so I went out into the
woods where I found a comfor
table spot to sit and contemplate
the world around me. It really is
amazing how comfortable poison
ivy is for the first few minutes you
lie in it. Needless to say, I ac
quired a nasty case of poison ivy
in all that solitude.
Well, I spent a few days
bathing myself in calamine lotion
and itching myself ragged. Just
as 1 reached the peak of my

misery, she waltzed into my life. I
use the word “ she" because I
can't remember her name, but
she was the cutest girl in the
camp. She took one look at my
poison ivy infected body and took
pity on me. I suppose my intense
suffering sent her into a fit of pas
sion because she kissed me. I
really don’t remember if it was
that great of a kiss because I was
itching so bad and I was in that
stage in every boy’s life when all
girls are yucky, but it was my first
real kiss. It’s kind of ironic that I
should have my first sexual ex
perience at a church camp.
Well, that’s my story and that’s
it for this issue. Until the next
issue, remember it's hot outside
so drink a lot of water and wear a
lot of-deodorant.

GRADE SCHOOL baseball campers learn the art o f sliding into base the fu n way. (Photo by Duke Sim
mons)
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D o u b le R e e d is h e ld
B y D ia n e M a t t h e w s
How can you put Warner, Tut
tle, Buffalo, Moore, Enid, all from
Oklahoma, and Montezuma, KS,
in the same room? It’s easy if it’s
the 16th Annual Summer Double
Reed Camp. Five students from
Oklahoma and one from Kansas
participated this summer. The
camp met June 13 for a week of
fun and entertainment as well as
learning how to make double
reeds.
As
in s tr u c to r
Jo y ce
Teghtmeyer pointed out, ‘‘Reed
making class is most of the camp,
but we also teach the kids techni
ques in performing, embouchure
(correct mouth position) and pro
per breathing and just the basics
of playing the bassoon and oboe.”
Joe Alsobrook, band director in
Cordell also assisted with this
JOYCE TEGHTMEYER (seated left wearing striped shirt) and Joe Alsobrook (standing right) assist dou year’s camp.
ble reed campers. (Photo by Duke Simmons)
Beginning Monday morning
the kids worked for 90 minutes
and then in the evenings learning
the basics and then some, of how
to coil the string around the reed
material, scrap some here, scrap
children, grades kindergarten challenge of all has been in some there, just to get the right
B y J ill N ic k e r s o n
Although only recently given through sixth. There is also a new changing from being a teacher to pitch and sound which sometimes
the official title, Dr. Charles music library. And recently, the an administrator. This is the first can be very difficult. It is even
Chapman has been acting as department filled two positions time I’ve ever been chairman, more difficult than it may sound.
Usually 15 to 20 kids come to
SWOSU’s Music Department and also hired a new band direc although I have directed choral
camp for years,” said Chapman.
Double Reed camp but this year,
Chairman for the past year. Chap tor.
When asked what one thing he only six kids came,” Teghtmeyer
man is replacing Dr. James Jurwould like the students and facul commented, “ Dr. Ed Williams
rens, who left last summer. Since
“It's
ty of Southwestern who aren’t started the camp in the summer of
that time. Chapman has witness
directly involved with the music
ed and been involved in several
wonderful
department to know, Chapman
department changes.
stated, “ For people to realize how
“ We’re trying to get the music
getting
large our program is. We’re one
staff more involved in the deci
of the largest departments on
sions of the department. It’s
to watch
campus. There’s so much going
wonderful getting to watch the
the whole
on here. Our department, in both
whole departm ent work and
size and quality, is capable of giv
cooperate with one another,” said
department
ing the whole student body more
Chapman.
opportunities than they’re taking.
One of the major changes in the
work and
They could start by attending con
music department has been in the
certs like the Jazz Festival, which
area of student degrees. “ In the
cooperate
is one of the largest jazz programs
past, students who majored in the
in the state. Not only would it be
music field here got their degrees
with one
beneficial to our department, but
in Liberal Arts. Now they can ma
another. ”
for them as well.”
jor in speciality areas, such as
Overall, Chapman is pleased
performance, etc. It’s a nice
with how well things have been
benefit for our majors to be able to
Seeing all of these changes take running. “ It’s been a good year.
do this,” said Chapman.
Another new music program at place has been exciting for Chap I’ve gotten good cooperation on
SWOSU is Orf, which is a system man, who is adjusting well to his campus from the president on
for teaching music to younger new position. “ My biggest down,” he said.

C h a p m a n in itia te s m o d ific a tio n s

’72 and it has been going strong
ever since." Teghtmeyer went on
to mention that one summer the
camp hosted 28 kids, 10 bassoons
and 18 oboes.
The camp isn’t always as dif
ficult as it may seem, the kids get
to g e th e r an d p e rfo rm in
ensembles and duets. At the end
of the week, the students perform
in a short recital. The kids also
have their play time which in
cludes watching movies and
eating pizza.
One of the highlights of the
week is the annual volleyball
game. That’s right, it’s the oboes
vs. bassoons. This year’s con
gratulations go out to the oboes.
What else can be expected when
it’s four against two.
“ When these kids go home,
they will be able to know a little
bit about adjusting reeds, there is
no way anybody can learn it all in
one week," Teghtmeyer said. The
kids were asked how they liked
the camp. All of the responses
had the same overtones, “ I liked
it,” "1 had a great time,” “ If I
didn’t like it so much, 1 wouldn’t
have come three times in a row! 1”

Page 4--THE SOUTHWESTERN, June 29, 1988

NCA cheers at SW OSU
B y D ia n e M a tt h e w s
"Hey, what about, what about
a color shout!" "We've got the
spirit, we’ve got the spirit. How
bout you!!" These were just a
few of the many chants and
cheers heard on the SWOSU cam
pus this past week, (June 13-17).
As cheerleaders saw new
friends or met with old friends, a
spirit of unity developed as cheer
ing squads came to the 1988 Sum
mer Cheerleading Camp at
SWOSU.
Laynee Leasure and Tonna Colhover, two team members from
Navajo, OK (Navajo Indians),
came to SWOSU cheerleading
camp for the very first time.
"First, we had an orientation and
we then learned a spirit routine
taught to us by the NCA." said
Leasure. "We arrived on Tuesday
morning and every morning we
were here, we had to be on the
practice field at 8 a.m. We learn
ed cheers and chants from the
NCA." stated Colhover.
The
NCA.
(N ational
C h e e r le a d in g A sso cia tio n )
evaluated all cheerleading squads

in the evenings and then gave the
squads their critiques. The in
structors also told the individual
squads how they could enhance
‘already learned' routines.
The NCA is a national organiza
tion that sponsors camps such as
the one held at SWOSU. "The
NCA come from all over the coun
try, but the headquarters and
main office is at OU in Norman,”
commented Debra Colhover,
sponsor of the Navajo Indians
cheerleading squad.
Colhover said that this year's
cheerleading camp was the best
and most organized that she could
ever remember. “ This has been
an extremely organized camp and
I know the girls have really work
ed hard: they have really learned
alot." Leasure commented on
how hard she had been working
this past week and said she hopes
she can come back next yean.
"It's been really fun. I’ve made
alot of new friends, and 1 also
learned alot from the NCA. One
thing for sure, there isn't alot of
leisure time or quiet time when
you're at cheerleading camp,”
added Leasure.

(ABOVE) Cheerleading campers take a break to pose fo r a picture at Milam Stadium. (Below) NCA
cheerleaders demonstrate cheerleading techniques for campers. (Photos by Duke Simmons)
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C am p num bers dow n
B y A lly s o n R e y n o ld s
“ It was a good camp. The kids
learned a lot. We had good kids,
and we expect more next year,”
said Paul Sharp, director of the
Southwestern Football Camp.
In spite of the fact that former
Dallas Cowboy Cliff Harris was
the guest instructor for the camp,
the number of kids that showed

SCIENCE CAMPERS participate in a chemistry experiment.

S c ie n c e c a m p u n iq u e a n d fu n
B y J ill N ic k e r s o n
The Southwestern Summer
Science Camp, June 6 through Ju 
ly 15th, is a unique program
which offers students from over
20 area high-schools the chance to
earn seven hours of college credit
through the study of science.
The camp, which began in
1974, was originally a funded pro
gram of the National Science
Foundation. When the institution
discontinued the program in 1980
for economic reasons, the univer
sity kept it on a “ step-out-front”
program, where the students pay
for tuition, room and board, and
books. According to camp director
Dr. Harold White, a SWOSU
chemistry professor, " it's the on
ly way we could fund the camp,”
White said.
The Southwestern Summer
Camp is the oldest science camp
of it’s type in Oklahoma. It is also
the only one in the state which
gives automatic college credit.
The camp concentrates mainly in
the area of energy, both physical
and chemical. “ The students are
enrolled in a physical science
course where they learn physical
energy' concepts and also basics in
Astronomy. They also will be
enrolled in a BASIC computer
programming course,” White
said. Credit for these courses can
be applied to any university the
student decides to attend after
high-school graduation.
White believes that the camp is
beneficial for both the students
and the university. “ It gives us a
chance to get some high-ability
students, because we choose
them carefully. Out of over 50 ap
plications, only 36 students were
accepted. And while we're not ex
actly using the camp as a
recruiting tool, it does allow us to
show the students what all
Southwestern has to offer.”
White went on to say that the
students are not only getting col
lege credit and a chance to study
something they're interested in,
but they’re also having fun. “ One
of the courses we give is physical
education and the students get to
go rappeling, take golf lessons,
and learn photography,” White
said. Other activities planned for
the students are a field trip to
Tahlequah, Oklahoma, which in
cludes a float trip down the Il
linois river and a viewing of the
Trail of Tears drama, and a trip to
the Wichita Mountains.
Dr. Bobby Gunter, who is also
an instructor at the camp,
believes that the camp does
basically two things. “ First, it
allows the students a chance to
get accustomed to college work.

And second, it widens their career
perspective. Not all of these
students will go on to be science
majors. This program can help to

eliminate alot of wasted college
time if the student gets the
chance to experience science in
Continued on Page 8

up was only 38 - less than half of
what it was last summer.
Players ranging from age 12-16
were taught fundamental football
skills in the areas of quarterback
ing, receiving, running, and
others. Staffing the camp were
coaches from Southwestern as
well as Mike Whaley, head coach
at Blanchard, and Steve Williams,
defensive coordinator at Guymon.
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1 9 5 s tu d e n ts a rriv e fo r s u m m e r A n n u a l C h o ra l C a m p
B y D ia n e M a tth e w s
It was a week of sectional
rehearsals and group rehearsals
as the 19th Annual Choral Camp
was underway this past week
(June 19-24). This year's camp
was under the direction of Skip
Klingman. This was also the first
year for him. ‘‘Dr. Charles Chap
man has been the director of this
camp for the past 18 years. He
has had it so well organized that

my taking over as director was no
problem at all,” Klingman com
m ented. Dr. Chapman was
recently confirmed chairman of
the SWOSU Music Dept.
Choral campers numbered 195
and represented 36 different
schools. “ This camp had students
from all over Oklahoma and from
the Texas Panhandle,” Klingman
added.
The activities consisted of sec

tional rehearsal with their own
voice range-soprano, alto, tenor -and combined choir practice dur
ing the week. “ Friday night’s
concert consisted of the junior
high school and com bined
choirs,” stated Klingman.
Tuesday evening was the an
nual ‘really excellent movie in the
classical tradition, only slightly
scray.' Wednesday evening, the

camp hosted a ‘Camp Talent
Show’ featuring 9 jr. high and 10
high schools, known as the ‘Total
ly ready for prime time annual
SWOSU Summer Choral Camp
S h o w ,’ held in th e F .A .
Auditorium. The final concert
performance was held on Friday
evening.
“ Camps are a good way to get a
good look at the kids who might
be prospective college students

here at SWOSU one day. We get
to see their talent and they get to
see the kind of education they
would receive at SWOSU. Not just
choral, but all camps are impor
tant in the summer time, they
m ake e x c e lle n t re c ru itin g
d ev ices,” Klingman stated.
“ Choral camp for me was just like
a big boulder going down hill, all 1
had to do was give it a push. It got
easier from there.”

F o r m e r D a lla s C o w b o y in s tr u c ts S o u th w e s te r n c a m p
B y A lly s o n R e y n o ld s
Cliff Harris was on hand at the
Southwestern Football Camp to
give encouragement and advice
not only to cam p ers bu t
Southwestern players as well.
Harris, who played free safety
for the Dallas Cowboys from
1970-79, does not instruct a lot of
camps but says that he has known
the Sharps a long time. “ 1 like to
help those that are my friends,”
Harris said. Actually Harris and

Southwestern coach Paul Sharp
share the same alma mater,
Ouachita Baptist College in New
Mexico. Does Harris have any
stories he would like to share
about Sharp? “ No,” Harris said.
He laughed, “ Coach Sharp’s a lot
older than me.”
Although he was born in Hot
Springs, AR, Harris went to play
college ball at Ouachita because
his father had played there. “ I
began to develop at Ouachita.

While 1 was there I played defen physical reasons, Harris made the
sive back. 1 was versatile. 1 had decision to retire early. “ Aside
good speed and I think that’s why from that, good business oppor
tunities came up.” Harris is quick
Dallas liked me.”
Harris feels very lucky to have to emphasize that it was his deci
played for the Cowboys when he sion to retire, not the Cowboys’.
did. "In the ten years that I was “ 1 wanted to be the one to call it
there, we went to the Super Bowl quits. And I believe that it was the
five times. I think that is a great right choice.”
While with Dallas, Harris
record.” What was his greatest
memory playing pro ball? “ Well, played in the Pro-Bowl 1974-79,
although 1 certainly think there and was chosen as All-Pro
were moments that I .will always 1975-78. He is second on the
remember, the thing that 1 ap Cowboys list of all-time leaders in
preciate the most was being able kick-off returns, and seventh in
to play when I did. Tom Landry pass interceptions. In 1976-77, he
had a system that worked for me, was the highest paid defensive
and 1 appreciate his ability to back in the league.
Although Harris talked early in
motivate.”
For a variety of personal and his career about coaching, he

decided against it and upon retir
ing went into business for
himself. He now owns a corporate
benefit company in Dallas. “ I
decided against coaching because
although I might be great in some
areas, I would also be poor in
some areas. Technical things, I
might be great at, but I think the
most difficult task for a coach is to
motivate his players, and I don’t
think I have the patience for
that.”
“ One thing about pro ball is
that it stays in your mind. I might
go out on the field and kill myself
now, but in my mind I'm quicker
than I was. I have season passes
and all of that, and my wife loves
going to the games. But sitting in
the stands is very hard for me. It's
very frustrating.” Does that mean
that retirement has been hard for
Harris? “ No. The transition has
been easy. I think part of the
reason for the ease is that 1 went
directly into a successful business
venture.”
Harris wants to be remembered
for being a team player.
“ Everyone on that team gave 110
percent, every game.” He went
on to compare today's profes
sional ball players with the
players of the 70’s. "The type of
players in the league today have
changed. We were more team
oriented. Now there seems to be
more emphasis on personal
achievement. It seems to work
okay for them. But I think you
have to find a chemistry. Coor
dinate the two to mesh and unify.
I think Hershel Walker will help in
that respect.”
“ I enjoyed playing football pro
fessionally, but 1 didn’t have a lot
of fun. I took it so seriously. A few
weeks ago we had a sort of an oldtimers flag-football game in Texas
Stadium. All of my old buddies
were there. There was this one
guy who used to always get in my
face when I was playing, and I
looked across the line during this
flag-football game, and there he
was--in my face. And he started
running. He went past this guy,
and that guy, right towards me.
And I just jumped out of his way,
reached over, pulled down his
shorts, and took his flag. We had
such a great time--we had lot of
fun.”
Harris encourages young men
wanting to play professional foot
ball to follow their dream, but he
also offered practical advice.
“ First, study real hard and make
good grades. Then work out and
practice. And if you get the
chance to try out, do it. But know
that you are very lucky just to get
the chance. And be ready to do
something else.”
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E n g lish P ro fic ie n c y E x a m b rin g s d iffe re n t o p in io n s o n c a m p u s
B y J ill N ic k e r s o n
“ I really think I’ll pass it this
time,” said Jeff, a 22-year old
SWOSU pharmacy senior, about
the English Proficiency Exam. At
the time of his interview, Jeff was
waiting, along with 100-150 other
students, to take last Tuesday
night’s EPE. The exam is an
essay which students write based
on a topic they have not seen
previous to the test. The exam is
graded by English instructors on
the basis of content, usage, and
structure. Passing the EPE is a
requirement for any SWOSU stu
dent before he can graduate,
regardless of his major. The EPE
is taken one full semester after a
stu d en t com pletes his last
freshman English course. If a stu
dent fails the exam twice, he is
then required to enroll in the
English Proficiency class, which
gives zero-hours credit.
According to Dr. Jerry Nye,
Language Arts chairman, the test
was designed to measure the stu
dent’s proficiency in English.
“ The state Board of Regents
made the exam a requirement for
all of the state universities (Nor
theastern, Southeastern, East
Central, Central, Northwestern,
and Southwestern). While the
Regents were the ones to in
stigate it, the English department
here does support the exam, in
both theory and practice,” Nye
said.
Nye says the EPE operates ac
cording to regulations made by a
special committee back in 1984.
"Dr. Earl Reynolds, who was
vice-president of SWOSU at that
time, formed a committee to
design the EPE. They decided
that the test would be composed
of an objective usage and gram
mar section, and also a written
essay. We gave it this way several
times, but it soon became ap
parent that almost everybody who
passed the essay also passed the
grammar and usage. But many of
the people who passed the gram
mar and usage could not pass the
essay. So we concluded that it
would be better to cancel the
grammar and usage test and
allow them to spend more time on
their essay,” Nye said.
It was also decided from the
beginning that the English
department would be the ones
who would administer the test.
“ We didn’t volunteer for it, and
although it's alot of extra work for
the English department to ad
minister and grade and keep
score records of the test, we do
believe it’s very important if it
raises the verbal and composition
skills of the graduate,” he said.
When the exam was first given,
56 percent of the students passed

it. Since then, the average of
those who pass it is 64 percent.
Nye believes that the exam has
helped to improve English skills.
“ I think it makes the students
more attentive to the conerns of
English. It makes them cultivate
their skills,” he said.
But the EPE brings about mix
ed feelings on campus. Some are
for the exam; some are against it,
and some feel it ought to be done
differently. One of the arguments
against the EPE is that students
who are not English majors
should not have to take the exam.
But Nye believes that “ any
university graduate should be
able to write standard English, no
matter what his major. We want
all of our graduates to be
literate,” he said.
An instructor outside of the
English department who wishes
to remain anonymous, feels more
strongly against the exam than in
favor of it. “ I feel that if a student
can pass an English course, then
he’s considered to be proficient in
that course. It’s just like any other
subject. In our department, we
don’t wait a semester and retest
you to see if you’re retained your
skills. Whether you pass or fail
should be sufficient enough,” the
instructor said.
This instructor does, however,
feel that the ability to com
municate is necessary and impor
tant. “ But there ought to be a bet
ter way to judge a student’s abili
ty to do it.” the instructor said.
Dr. Harold White, chemistry
department, would like to see a
system which made the EPE un
necessary. “ Maybe something to
the effect where in every class, be
it chemistry or history, etc., if the
student couldn’t write a com
prehensive paper, he couldn’t
pass the course. But if the EPE is
the only way to sharpen com
munication skills, then we should
give it. If anything, we should
make it tougher,” White said.
Dr. Don Mitchell, Chairman of
I n d u s tria l E d u c a tio n and
Technology, says that he has no
strong feelings one way or the
other. “ In our department, we of
fer a Technical Writing course
because we understand the im
portant emphasis of being able to
communicate. As educated peo
ple, we’re constantly going to be
under evaluation, anyway,” he
stated.
Dr. Larry Godley, department
chairman of Secondary Educa
tion, is very much in favor of giv
ing the exam. “ The test really
doesn’t improve anyone’s ability
to communicate, but it does serve
as an indicator to where the pro
blems might exist. In education,
we have seniors who sometimes

have difficulty in putting their
thoughts onto paper in an
organized structure. I see that as
a handicap which will be with
them throughout their lives
unless they get help to improve it.
The university could be their last
chance to get this help,” Godley
said.

Godley also sees the EPE as a
benefit for today's children. “ If
my students go on to become
teachers and they use proper
English usage and structure, they
can be influential in sharpening
th eir s tu d e n t’s skills also,
regardless of whether or not they
even teach English,” he said.

But for students like Jeff, the
EPE does present problems. Jeff,
who has an overall 3.45 GPA, is
anticipating graduation for fall.
He will never witness this event
until he passes the EPE. He has
already failed it twice. “ All of my
pharmacy tests are at 5:00. The
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EPE is at 7:00. So the first time I
took the exam I didn’t even have
time to think about it. The second
time I really tried to do better. 1
guess I didn’t." he said. But Jeff
does have a word of advice for
those students who have not
taken the exam yet and that may
have a "blow-off" attitude about
it. "Get ready to take it again,"
he said.
Jeff is now enrolled in the EPE
class, which concentrates on what
is considered to be the most ma
jor, common mistakes students
make in English. "The class real
ly has helped me. 1 had problems
with comma placement, and now 1
don’t. But 1 think there ought to
be some way where a student who
fails the EPE twice should just
have to take the class, and not
retake the exam. You really do
learn a lot in that class," he said.
Jeff also said that he learned in
the class that the key to passing
the exam is to keep it simple.
"You don't have to write fancy to
write good." he stated.
Jeff still has reserved feelings
about the EPE. "I think it’s OK to
give the proficiency, but I don’t
think you should postpone
graduation on account of it. 1
don’t really think the EPE is
necessary for my career as a phar
macist. English majors don’t have
to take science proficiencies to
test their logic skills, so why
should science majors have to
take an English proficiency to test
their communication skills." he
asked.
He also feels that the EPE is
not an accurate measurement of
his English ability. "1 made an A
and a B in my English classes.
Based on those grades. I don’t
feel that the EPE is really show
ing mv true communication
skills," he said.
Regardless of any opinion
about the exam, the EPE is
something which affects all
SWOSU students. It you want to
graduate from here, you have to
pass the exam. It’s a fact.
Continued from Page 5
the college aspect and can
discover previously whether or
not it’s something they wish to
pursue," he said. On the other
hand, Gunter believes it can also
help to open the science doors
w ider for many students.
The camp is operating smoothly
with the help of other staff
members Dr. Don McGurk, Dr.
Ken Rose, Dr. Charles Rogers.
Debbie Isenbart, and Duane
Lewis.
Dr. Gunter feels about the
camp much like an excited child
feels about the arrival of
Christmas morning. " I look torward to it every year. 1 wake up at
three a.m. the day before with
feelings of excitment and en
thusiasm.

